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RULES OF TABLE TENNIS

(As adopted by the English Table Tennis Association)

SINGLES
1. The Table.

The table shall be in surface rectangular, 9ft. in length, 5ft. in
width ; it shall be supported in such a way that its upper surface
shall be 2ft. 6ins. above the floor, and shall lie in a horizontal plane.

It shall be made of smé material and shall yield a uniform bouncs
of not less than B8ins, and not more than 9ins. when a standard ball
is dropped from a height of 12ins. above its surface.

he upper playing surface of the table shail be termed the ** playing
surface ** ; it shall be non-reflecting, of a dark colour, with a wg;m
ling din. broad along each edge.

The lines at the 5ft. edges or ends of the playing surface shall be
termed " end lines.”” The lines at the 9ft edges or sides of the
playing surface shall be termed ** side lines.™

2. The Net and its Supports.

The playing surface shall be divided into two courts of equal size
by a net running parallel to the end lines and 4ft. 6ins. from each.
The net shall be 6ft. in length ; its upper part along its whole
length shall be 6ins. above the playing surface. The lower part alon;
the whole length shall be close to the playing surface. The net sha
be artached at each end to an upright t Gins, high ; the outside
1!5"“ of each post shall be 6ins. outside the side line on the same
side.

3. The Ball.

The ball shall be spherical. It shall be made of celluloid, pale in
colour ; it shall not be less than 4%ins. nor more than 43ins. in
circumference ; it shall not be less than 37 grains (2.40 grammes)
nor more than 39 grains (2.53 grammes) in weight.

4. The Racket.
The racket may be any material, size, shape, or weight.

5. The Scoring of Points.
A game shall be won by the player who first wins 21 points, unless

both players shall have scored 20 points, when the winner of the
game shall be he who first wins two points more than his opponent.

6. The Choice of Ends and Service.

The choice of ends and the right to be server or striker-out in
every game shall be decided by toss, provided that, if the winner of
the toss choose the right to be server or striker-out, the other player
shall have the choice of ends, and vice-versa, and provided that the
winner of the toss may, if he prefer it, require the other player to
make the first choice.

7. The Change of Ends and Service.

After five points the striker-out shall become the server and the server
the striker-out, and so on after each five points until the end of the game
or the score 20 all. At the score 20 all the striker-out shall become
the server, and the server the striker<out, and so on after each point
until the end of the game. The player who served first in a game
shall be striker-out first in the immediately subsequent game, and so
on_until the end of a match.

The player who started at one end in a game, shall start at the
other in tze immediately subsequent game, and so on until the end
of a match. Where the match consists of only one game, or, where
it consists of more than one game, in the deciding game of the match
the players shall change ends after ten points have been scored by
either player.

8. Out of Order of Ends or Service.

If 3 ﬁ]ayer serve out of his turn, the player who ought to have
scrved shall serve as soon as the mistake is discovered, unr:s: a group
of five scrvices shall have been completed before such discovery, when
the service in the subsequent groups of services shall. continue, in the
same order, as if the sequence had not been discontinucus. In any
circumstances, all 3Kninu scored before the discovery shall be reckened.

If the players shall not have changed ends when ends should have
been changed, the players shall change ends as soon as the mistake is
discovered, unless a game shall have been completed since the error,
when the error shall be ignored. In any circumstances, all points
scored before the discovery shall be reckoned,
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9. The Order of Play.

The server shall first make a good service, the striker-out shall then
make a good return, and thereafter server and striker-out shall each
alternately make a good return.

10. A Good Service.

The service shall be delivered by the server releasing the ball by
hand only, without imparting spin. The ball shall then be struck
so that it touch first the server’s court and then, passing directly over
or round the net, touch the striker-out’s court.

At the moment of the impact of the racker on the ball in service,
both shall be behind the end line of the server’s court and between an
imaginary continuation of the side lines.

(Note that if the player, in dttempting to serve, miss the ball
altogether, he is penalised becavse good service has not been made
off the ball already in play).

11. A Good Return.

A ball having been served or returned in play shall be struck
by the player so that it pass directly over the net or round the net
and touch directly the opponent’s court ; provided that, if the ball,
having been served or returned in play, returns with its own impetus
over the net or round the net, it may be struck, while still in play,
by the player so that it touch directly the opponent's court.

12, A'Let.

The rest is a let :—

{a) If the ball served in passing over the net touch it or its
supports, provided the service be otherwise good; or be
volleyed by the striker-out.

(b} 1§ a service be delivered when the striker-out is not ready,

vided, always, that he may not be deemed to be unready

he attempts to strike at the ball,

her player be prevented by an accident, not under his

from serving a good service or making a g return,

er lose the point, as provided in Law 13 (¢), (d),

14, owing to an accident not within his control.

{e), or Law

15. A Peoint.

Il fose.a point :—

make a good service, except as provided in

I a good scrvice or a good return having been made by his

opponent, he fail to make a good return, except as provided
in Law 12.

(e) If he or his racket, or anything that he wears or carries, touch
the net or its supports while the ball is in play.

(d) If he or his racket, or an that he wears or carries, move
the playing surface while the is in play.

(e) If h{s free hand touch the playing surface while the ball is
in play.

14. A Point.

Either player shall lose the I)o:nt —

(a) if before the ball in play shall have passed over the end lines
or side lines not wet having tou:heé) the playing surface on
his side of the table since being struck bg his opponent, it
come in contace with him or anything that he wears or carries.

(b) l;tfI.-,u:uzu\[',r]timt: he wvolley the ball except as provided in

ule ajr.

15. In Play.

The ball is in play from the moment at which it is projected or
dropped from the hand in service until :—

ia) It has touched one court twice consecutively,

b) It has, except in scrvice, touched each court alternately without
having been struck by the racket immediately.

(¢} Ie has been struck by either player more than once consecutively.,

(d) It has touched either player or a.nythina that he wears or
carries, except his racket or his racket hand below the wrist.

(e} On the volley it come in contact with the racket or the racket
hand below the wrist.

(f) It has touched any object other than the net supports, or those
referred to above.

16. Further Definitions.

The period during which the ball is in play shall be termed a rest.

A rest the result of which is scored shall be termed a point.

A rest the result of which is not scored shall be termed a let.

The player who firse strikes the ball during the rest shall be termed
the server.

The player who next strikes the ball during a rest shall be termed
the striker-out.

If the ball, in passing over the net, or round the ner, touch it
or its supports, it shall, nevertheless, be considered to have passed
directly, except as referred to in Law 12 (a).

If the ball in play come in contact with the racket or racket hand,
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not yet having touched the playing surface on one side of the net
since last being struck on the other side, it shall be said to have
been volleved. .

The racket hand is the hand carrying the racket; the free open
hand is the hand not carrving the racket.

DOUBLES

EI The above laws shall apply in the Doubles Game except as
ow.

18. The Table.

The surface of the table chall be divided into two parts by a
white line in. broad, running parallel with the side lines and distant
from cach of them 2ft. 5in. This line shall be termed the service-
line. The part of the table surface on the nearer side of the net
and the right of rhe service-line in respect to the server, shall be
called the server’s right half-court, that on the left in :e:‘pc:r. to him
the server's left half-court. The part of the table surface on the
farther side of the net, and the left of the service-line in respect to
the server, shall be called the striker-out's right half-court, that on
the right in respect to the server the striker-out’s left half-court.

19. A Good Service.

The service shall be delivered as otherwise provided in Law 10,
and so that it touch first the server's right half-court or the centre
ling on his side of the net, and then, passing directly over or round
the net, touch the striker-out’s right half-court or the centre line
on his side of the net.

20. The Choice of Order of Play.

The pair who have the right to serve the first five services in any
game shall decide which partner shall do so, and the opposing pair
shall then decide similarly which shall first be striker-out.

21. The Order of Service.

The first five services shall be delivered by the selected partner of
the pair who have the right to do so, and shall be received by the
selected partner of the opposing pair. The second five services shall
be delivered by the siriker-out of the first five services and received
by the partner of the server of the first five services. The third
five services shall be delivered by the partner of the server of the
first five services and reccived by the partner of the striker-out of
the first five services, The fourth five services shall be delivered by

the partner of the striker-out of the first five services and received by
the server of the first five services. The ffth five services shall be
delivered as the first five services. And so on, in sequence, until the
end of the game or the score 20 all, when the sequence of serving
and striking-out shall be uninterrupted, but each player shall serve
only one service in turn until the end of the ame.

In a one game match, or the deciding game of the match of more
than one game, the pair that served the first five services has the
right to alter their order of striking-out or that of their opponents
at the score 10,

22, Out of Order of Striking-Out.

If a player act as striker-out out of his turn, the player who ought
to have acted as striker-out shall be striker-out as soon as the mistake
is discovered, unless a group of five services shall have been completed
before such discovery, when the order of striking-out shall continue
in the subsequent groups of services as if the sequence had not been
discontinuous. In any circumstances, all points scored before the
discovery shall be reckoned.

23, The Order of Play.

The server shall firse make a good service, the striker-out shail
then make & good return, the partner of the server shall thern make
a good return, the partner of tﬁu striker-out shall then make a good
return, the server shall then make a good return, and thercafter cach
player alternately in that sequence shall make a good return.

24, Further A d ts and Additi
Law 6. Alter "' server,” ** striker-out,”” ** winner,”" *" he,”" 1w

their respective plurals ; alter ** player " to ** pair.

Law 7. Delete first two scntences of first paragraph. In the third
sentence, first paragraph, and in the second puragraph. alter ** player '
to ** pair,” *' players '* to ** pairs,”” ** striker-out '’ to ** strikers-out.’

Law 12 (b). Insert ‘' or his partner ' after ** striker-out " ;
** they " in place of the first ** he ' ; ** the striker-out ** in place of
the second ** he.”

Law 12 (c). Insert " any " in place of ** either.”

Law 12 (d). Insert *‘ pair * in place of ** player **; '* their "
in place of ** his." 2

Law 13. Insert ** pair ' in place of ** player.”

Law 13 (a). Insert '*the server " instead of ** he.™

Law 13 (b). Insert ' one of their opponents in proper sequence '
in place of ™ his opponent ™ ; ** thew ™ in place of ** be ™
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